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THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MARGARET CRIBB CHILD CARE CENTRE

MISSION STATEMENT

The Margaret Cribb Child Care Centre endeavours to provide care and education in a friendly, safe and stimulating environment, recognising the diversity of the children and ensuring that each child is considered as an individual.  Accordingly, the program aims to develop self-confidence, initiative and responsibility whilst allowing for personal autonomy and self-direction.

Our documentation is guided by the Early Years Curriculum Guidelines (QSA, 2006) using the key learning areas as follows:

Social and Personal Learning

· Sustaining relationships

· Understanding diversity 

· Personal learning

Health and physical learning
· Making healthy choices

· Gross motor skills 

· Fine motor skills

Language Learning and Communication:

· Oral language
· Reading and viewing

· Writing and shaping

Early Mathematical Understanding 

· Early Numeracy
Active Learning Processes

· Thinking 

· Investigating the Natural World 

· Investigating Technology

· Investigating Environments

· Imagining and Responding 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

IMPLEMENTATION OF OUR PHILOSOPHY

Our aims, beliefs and the way we view children’s learning make a foundation from which we draw our goals and objectives.

The curriculum is specific to the needs, interests and abilities of the children within the centre.  It is based on the individual needs of the children and is generated through qualitative documentation. The programs can be viewed in the respective playrooms.

The evaluation of these programs not only forms a basis for the continuation of planning but also is used by the staff to formulate the children’s ongoing experiences.

Staff, parents and children create journals that document each child’s journey through their learning at our centre.  These journals are then in turn used to help create a daily program.  They also provide an opportunity for open communication between families and our centre community.
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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​HOW CHILDREN LEARN

Experiences in the first years of life significantly influence children's learning and development. The primary care-giving agency, usually the family, provides the emotional setting and the climate for developing interpersonal relationships. The family nurtures the child physically and stimulates the
child intellectually, particularly encouraging language and motor development. It provides the cultural setting in which the child acquires attitudes, values, beliefs, traditions and behaviours.
We believe that:
· Children learn in different ways, bringing their own view of the world into the learning/caring environment.

· Children learn best in an environment where they feel safe and secure.

· Children learn best through play and hands on, integrated programs and incidental life experiences.

· Children learn best when empowered as learners and as independent decision makers therefore we need to trust children to choose where, when and how they learn best.

· Children learn from enjoyable, engaging tasks that are appropriately challenging.

· Children learn best with curiosity and a sense of wonder.

· Children's   learning   is   wholistic -  involving  the development of intellectual, physical, social, emotional and creative skills.

OUR PROGRAM AND TEACHING PRACTICES
The Centre aims to cater for children in care by:

· Being aware of each child's individual learning style and using this knowledge to foster their learning

· Providing "an active play curriculum that prepares children for the adaptability and responsibility needed for work in the future" (Marketing Play, 1997)

· Providing a program that broadens children's experiences through events, visitors, excursions, activities and by maximising parent involvement

· Encouraging the development of positive attitudes and behaviours through modeling and discussions

· Providing an environment where children are encouraged to accept and value difference, to develop confidence and feelings of self worth

· Providing an environment where children can engage in the social construction of learning "with the teacher playing a vital role as a facilitator and guide who extends children's reasoning and understandings"(Preschool Curriculum Guidelines, p6)

· "Adults and children interacting as co-learners, the children being encouraged to engage in the active construction of their knowledge" (Preschool Curriculum Guidelines, p6)

· Providing a flexible learning environment that is accessible, adaptable and  responsive to children's individual needs and abilities (Curriculum Guidelines, p8)

FLEXIBLE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Playroom 5 and 6 is divided into three different activity areas shared between both age groups. These areas are:
1  CONFERENCE ROOM
A quiet activity area for puzzles, reading, computer and discussion. This is also the location used for our individual, small or large group "conferences" and whole group times. During these conferences, ideas and issues of interest brought forward by the children or staff are discussed and brainstormed.  Plans of action, curriculum or interest webs are developed and questioning and theorizing are encouraged. This provides a wonderful opportunity for exploring and extending on many of the Early Learning Areas.  Conferences encourage use of language, literacy and numeracy skills, scientific thinking and concentration. Children are encouraged to be responsible for their own approach to learning, therefore making learning more meaningful. The acquisition of knowledge is a shared process through modeling, mentoring and peer tutoring.

2  CREATIVE WORKSHOP

An activity area for dramatic play, construction, music, dance, puppetry, performance, as well as creative and sensory exploration-clay and wood modeling, painting, printing, drawing and design. This area allows for further exploration and development of ideas, many of which have been generated by conferences. This is an open ended, highly flexible learning environment where children are free to explore, investigate and communicate through which ever medium they feel comfortable - be it verbal, visual or dramatic languages. In this area, it is the process of learning through encounters, friendships and play that is important, not an end product.

3 OUTDOORS

An area for gross motor and physical play, exploration and awareness of our environment.

In Playroom 6 we also offer a sport and art program.

Sport

On a fortnightly basis, Playroom 6 participates in a sport program run by UQ Sports.  These sessions focus on gross motor development and coordination.

Art
Libby Yee is our “artist in residence”.  She holds weekly art sessions with the preprep children on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  During these sessions the children explore and learn about artistic elements and express their thoughts and ideas through various mediums.
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