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The curriculum that children encounter and learn from is an environment. A planned arrangement of space, time, resources, people and ideas.
GAIL HALLIWELL  (1987)

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MARGARET CRIBB CHILD CARE CENTRE
MISSION STATEMENT

The Margaret Cribb Child Care Centre endeavours to provide care and education in a friendly, safe and stimulating environment, recognising the diversity of the children and ensuring that each child is considered as an individual.  Accordingly, the program aims to develop self-confidence, initiative and responsibility whilst allowing for personal autonomy and self-direction.

Our documentation is guided by the Early Years Curriculum Guidelines (QSA, 2006) using the key learning areas as follows:

Social and Personal Learning

· Sustaining relationships

· Understanding diversity 

· Personal learning

Health and physical learning
· Making healthy choices

· Gross motor skills 

· Fine motor skills

Language Learning and Communication:

· Oral language
· Reading and viewing

· Writing and shaping

Early Mathematical Understanding 

· Early Numeracy
Active Learning Processes

· Thinking 

· Investigating the Natural World 

· Investigating Technology

· Investigating Environments

· Imagining and Responding 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF OUR PHILOSOPHY

Our aims, beliefs and the way we view children’s learning make a foundation from which we draw our goals and objectives.

The curriculum is specific to the needs, interests and abilities of the children within the centre.  It is based on the individual needs of the children and is generated through qualitative documentation. The programs can be viewed in the respective playrooms.

The evaluation of these programs not only forms a basis for the continuation of planning but also is used by the staff to formulate the children’s ongoing experiences.

Staff, parents and children create journals that document each child’s journey through their learning at our centre.  These journals are then in turn used to help create a daily program.  They also provide an opportunity for open communication between families and our centre community.
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HOW CHILDREN LEARN

Experiences in the first years of life significantly influence children’s learning and development. The primary care giving agency, usually the family, provides the emotional setting and the climate for developing interpersonal relationships.   The family nurtures the child physically and stimulates the child intellectually, particularly encouraging language and motor development.  It provides the cultural setting in which the child acquires  attitudes, values, beliefs, traditions and behaviours.

We believe that:

· Children learn in different ways, bringing their own view of the world into the learning/caring environment.

· Children learn best in an environment where they feel safe and secure.

· Children learn best through play and hands on, integrated programs and incidental life experiences.

· Children learn best when empowered as learners and as independent decision makers therefore we need to trust children to choose where, when and how they learn best.

· Children learn from enjoyable, engaging tasks that are appropriately challenging.

· Children learn best with curiosity and a sense of wonder.

· Children’s learning is holistic – involving the development of intellectual, physical, social, emotional and creative skills.

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL LEARNING
Rationale
Social and Emotional development is indicated by the ways in which children relate to others, express  emotions and understand themselves.  All of their behaviour such as language, play, emotions and skills are learnt and developed in social situations such as the home, the school and the community.  Children need opportunities to express feelings of all kinds, to give and receive love and assurance.  They will begin to understand social demands and develop respect for the rights of others.  They will learn to be an individual and share responsibilities, co-operate with by taking turns, sharing and by considering others.  Different types of activities promote the development of social  and emotional skills and strategies. These activities can be divided into two groups – indoor activities and outdoor activities eg:

Indoor

group time
music/dance





songs/finger play/storytime





games (follow the leader)





cooking



home corner
make believe





dress ups





role play/drama

Outdoor
turn taking
wagon rides/bikes



& sharing
sand play





water play

Objectives
· To encourage dramatic play/role play

· To encourage sharing/turn taking

· To encourage contributing positively to a group situation in some way

· To develop the child’s independence and responsibility for his/her own actions

· To develop the child’s respect for the rights of others
Materials
· Dress up box – hats, shoes, tops, pants, ties, dresses, purses, scarves etc
· Oven, washing machine, fridge, post box, prams, shopping trolley, ironing board, telephone, video, dolls, plates, cups, knives, forks etc
· Books (story, picture)
· Musical instruments (bells, drums)
· Finger puppets, puppets (hand)
· Water play box – funnel, bottles, cups, tubes, etc
· Sand play box – shovel, spade, bucket, sifter etc
· Wagons, bikes, prams etc
ACTIVE LEARNING PROCESSES
Rationale

Cognitive development involves exploration, experimentation, analysing, engaging the mind in thinking, recording in a variety of ways, deepening, extending and improving children’s understandings of their environments and experiences.

Objectives
· To increase attention span
· To follow instructions
· To help children understand/follow through on directions
· To increase problem solving skills
· To develop memory/recall skills
Materials
Puzzles, Memory games eg lotto, Threading, Posters, Pictures, Pegboards
Music
Objectives
· To create their own sounds with voices

· To develop a sense of rhythm

· To encourage movement

· To encourage use of percussion instruments

Materials
Instruments, Variety of songs, Variety of finger plays, Music tapes
CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Rationale
Through creative play a child is able to develop his/her artistic growth and self expression.

Art allows children to communicate their ideas visually, through representing what they have seen, done, felt and thought about.

Music provides enjoyment and opportunities for expression, regardless of language barriers.

Art
Objectives
· To develop sensory awareness

· To develop the child’s aesthetic expression through all available media

· To develop the child’s confidence in freely exploring creative materials as an expression of one’s own ideas.

Materials
Paints, Crayons, Pencils, Charcoal/pens, Chalk, Finger paints

LANGUAGE, LEARNING AND COMMUNICATION
Language development will contribute to a person’s intellectual, social and cognitive development and also provides a national resource which services communities within Australian society.

It is also important for persons with English only language to appreciate non-English speaking communities including Aboriginal languages.

Objectives
· To develop a love of books and an interest in print
· To encourage verbal and non-verbal language
· To encourage all children to participate in simple acting of stories
· To create an environment where all children will communicate naturally
Materials and Equipment
Books, Music, tapes, songs etc, Pinboards and cut outs, Photographs, Magazines, Puppets, Numbers and letter shapes, Play acting, Storytelling, Painting, 
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL LEARNING
Rationale
Physical development is an integral part of the young child’s development.  It provides experiences which contribute to their physical fitness and muscular coordination and strengthens the concept of self through increased body awareness.  A basic component of physical development is movement.  Movement is essential for:

Correct growth
Increased body perception and spatial awareness
Enhances sensory information
Conceptual development and the development of a positive self-concept
Objectives
· To move with agility and confidence
· To speak clearly, fluently and without hesitation
· To display awareness of body parts and concept of self in space (hand preference, vision, hearing and general state of health should be noted)
Gross Motor Skills
· To develop effective strength, endurance, coordination, flexibility and control using large muscles.
· To develop satisfactory skills in balancing, bounding, carrying, crawling, climbing, curling, catching, digging, galloping, hanging, hammering, hopping, hitting, jumping, kicking, leaping, lifting, piling, pushing, pulling, punching, running, raking, rolling, riding, sliding, shaking, skipping, swaying, sweeping, stacking, stretching, swinging, twisting, turning, tumbling and throwing.
Fine Motor Skills
· To develop sound control, dexterity and coordination using small muscles

· To display satisfactory skills in balancing objects, cutting, connecting, construction (puzzles), filling, folding, grasping, knotting, moulding, pouring, pasting, turning, twisting, threading, sewing, sorting, sequencing, stacking, typing, squeezing, screwing, splashing, speaking, buttoning, lacing, posting and singing.

Materials/Equipment
Outdoors
Interest areas ie animals, Varied surfaces:  grass, bark, pebbles, sawdust, hard surface, Varied heights:  hills, hollows, tunnels, Sand:  pit, tray, Water:  hoses, troughs, trays, Mud:  digging patch, Shade:  trees, canopy, Varied vegetation:  trees, Equipment:  fixed, portable, Cubby house:  fixed, portable, informal

Indoors
Construction materials:  commercially produced sets, Puzzles, Screwing material:  nuts, bolts, 
Nesting and stacking materials:  blocks, boxes, tools, barrels, Threading materials:  macaroni, straws, plastic tubing, string, wool, Sorting, matching, classification materials:  materials of different shape, size, colour, number and pegboards, posting boxes, Sequence materials:  strip puzzles

Train/car sets and accessory materials, Puppets:  finger, glove, sock, paper bags, Discrete objects:  bottle tops, gumnuts, boxes, shells
EARLY MATHEMATICAL UNDERSTANDING

Children to develop an understanding of early mathematical concepts through play and exploration

of the environment.

· size



· shape

· patterns

· sorting

· sequencing

· matching

· counting

Materials


Inside

Counting and sorting equipment eg – beads, tiny teddies, bottle lids


Matching games/puzzles, domino game


Shape matching mat with wooden shape blocks


Threading strings and bead frames


Shape printing sponges


Stacking cups

Group Time

Shape felt board game

Counting books


Shape recognition books and games
Outside

Shape dance mat, carpet shapes


Music with numeracy themes (counting)
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